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Prospective Plantings 1976
We have had occasion to visit with many of you throughout the year about the
outlook for grains and the possible trend of prices. Most of you have indicated
you want more information on outlook. We will attempt to give you some grain out
look information from time to time as our limited staff permits. We wish we had
the manpower to keep you apprised of all marketing news.
A summary of intent - to - plant re
sponses from about 97,000 growers was
released April 15 by USDA, based upon a
mail survey made April 1. For those of
you who have your workbooks we suggest
you make the adjustments. Note the com
parison with other years in the table.
UNITED STATES CROP SUMMARY
(DOMESTJC UNITS)
1974 1975 •
INDICATED
CROP
1976
1,000 ACRES
ALL CORN 77,787 77,902 82,727
WHITE CORN 659 696 598
ALL SORGHUM 17,676 18,275 17,897
OATS 17,967 17,386 16,757
BARLEY 8,99a 9,526 9,201
ALL IfllEAT 71,354 75,095 78,374
WINTER 52,354 56,163 57,227
DURUM 4,174 4,820 4,705
OTHER SPRING 14,826 14,112 16,442
RICE 2,555.0 2,818.0 2,361.0
SOYBEANS 53,507 54,577 49,330
FLAXSEED 1,759 1,612 1,088
HAY 60,571 61,863 62,623
DRY EDIBLE BEANS 1,624.4 1,496.2 1,458.6
DRY EDIBLi; PEAS 220.0 196.6 155.0
POTATOES
WINTER 13.9 14.4 14.6
SPRING 104.3 85.4 100,0
SUMMER 136.3 120.8 124.5
FALL 1,166.5 1,076.8 1,117.2
TOTAL 1,421.0 1,297.4 1,356.3
The intent-to-plant figures are just
that, although many of the crops were
already planted when the April report
was made. The late planted crops may
be changed from the estimates given in
this report.
WHEAT; Planting of all wheat for the
1976 crop is expected to total
78.4 million acres,4 percent above last
year and 10 percent above 1974. This
acreage is based on April 1 prospective
plantings for all spring wheat and the
December 1, 1975 estimate for winter
wheat. If realized,it will be the lar
gest acreage since 1953 when nearly 79
million acres were seeded.
Prospective planted acreage of durum
wheat totals 4.7 million acres, 2 per
cent below last year but 13 percent
above the 1974 crop seedings. The in
dicated acreage is 10 percent below the
January 1976 prospective plantings of
5.2 million acres.The current indicated
acreage is still well above the normal
durum acreage and if realized would be
the second largest acreage since 1930—
exceeded only by last year. Total acre
age expected in the traditional durum
area of the Dakotas, Minnesota, and
Montana is off sharply but this decline
is partially offset by the expansion of
durum wheat in Arizona, New Mexico and
California.
Prospective planted acreage of
spring wheat, other than durum, at 16.4
million acres is up 17 percent from
last year and 11 percent above the 1974
acreage. Planting intentions as of
April 1 are up 11 percent from Jan
uary prospective plantings of 14.8 mil
lion acres. Growers expect to increase
plantings in all producing States ex
cept Nevada and Utah where declines are
indicated. North Dakota, with nearly
half of the total U.S. expected 1976
plantings, anticipates an 18 percent
acreage increase over last year.Changes
in other major States are Minnesota, up
16 percent; South Dakota, up 7 percent;
Montana, up 27 percent; Idaho, up 12
percent; and Washington, up 6 percent.
CORN; Growers intend to plant 82.7
million acres of corn for all
proposes in 1976. This is 6 percent
more than the 1975 and 1974 planted
acres. The April 1 intentions are up 2
percent from the January 1 intentions.
Intended plantings are up from a
year earlier in all regions. The South
Central States showed the largest in
crease at 12 percent, followed by the
South Atlantic at 11 percent, the
Western States at 6 percent and the im
portant corn producing North Central
States and the North Atlantic States
both at 5 percent.
SORGHUM: Producers expect to plant
17.9 million acres of sorghum
for all purposes in 1976. If realized,
this will be 2 percent less than last
year but 1 percent higher than the 1974
plantings. Growers now report inten
tions to plant 4 percent less acreage
than was indicated in early January.
BARLEY: Acreage planted to barley
last fall plus intended plant-
ings this spring for the 1976 crop
totals 9.2 million acres. This is down
approximately 3 percent from 1975 and
would be the second lowest acreage
planted since 1952. Current acreage in
tentions are 3 percent less than indi
cated on January 1.
OATS: Seeding of oats for the 1976
crop is expected to total 16.8
million acres based on growers inten
tions as of April 1. This is about 4
percent below last year and the lowest
planted acreage since records began in
1926. Prospective plantings are down 2
percent from the January 1 intentions.
SOYBEANS: Growers intend to plant 49.3
million acres of soybeans,
down 10 percent from the 1975 total of
54.6 million acres and down 8 percent
from two years ago. These intentions
are down 3 percent from the prospective
plantings reported in January.
FLAXSEED: Growers in the 5 flaxseed
States plan to seed 1.1 mil
lion acres in 1976,down from the inten
tions of 1.4 million on January 1. The
lower market price for flaxseed is ap
parently causing many growers to reduce
their earlier plans. The current pro
spective plantings for 1976 are one-
third less than a year earlier and the
lowest since 1.0 million acres were
planted in 1938.
Arthur B. Sogn, Extension Economist—Grain Marketing
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